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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.SC 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites that the book "is printed and delivered via telecommunication 
line". It is not clear how the book is delivered via telecommunications lines since as 
understood by the examiner, the invention contemplates physical printing. 

Claims 1 , 4 and 5 are unclear because is not clear who is acting in the "inputting 
predetermined items" step, the "going to a home page of ... binding vendor"; and 
"inputting items that specify the name and address ... payment method." It is assumed 
that the customer is acting in these steps. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by the 
Ebookstand website. 

Ebookstand shows displaying a list of books on a recommendation home page 
(e.g., "Best Selling eBook Directory"); selecting a book from the list in response to a 
request from the customer and displaying a portion of the content; and inputting 
predetermined items required to buy the book, comprising for instance payment 
information. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bookbrowse.com website in view of Barnes and Noble.com. 

Bookbrowse shows displaying a list of books on a book recommendation home 
page; selecting a book from the list in response to a customer request and displaying a 
portion of the content. It does not explicitly show entering predetermined items required 
to buy the book. Barnes & Noble show entering information required to buy the book. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method of 
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Bookbrowse by entering required information to buy the book as taught by Barnes and 
Noble in order to allow purchasing of the book. 

As to claim 5, it is noted that Bookbrowse in view of Barnes and Noble show all 
elements of the claim. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bookbrowse in view of Barnes and Noble as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Garrido (6,21 3,703). 

As to claim 4, Bookbrowse in view of Barnes and Noble show that the step of 
inputting predetermined items includes going to a home page of book vendor that is 
linked to the recommendation home page. It does not show that the book vendor is a 
printing vendor. Garrido shows that the book vendor is a printing vendor (e.g., col. 6, 
line 63 - col. 7, line 12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
further modify the method of Bookbrowse as taught by Garrido in order to facilitate for 
the sales and recommendation of low volume books that would not be feasible to 
publish otherwise. 

Claims 2 and 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bookbrowse in view of Barnes and Noble as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Hartrick et al (5,532,920). 

Bookbrowse in view of Barnes and Noble show all elements except displaying 
the entire content of the book. Hartrick et al show providing the entire content of the 
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book for viewing. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further 
modify the method of Bookbrowse by providing the entire content in order to aid the 
reader in determining whether to purchase a copy of the book. 

Claims 2, 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ebookstand. 

As to claims 2 and 3, Ebookstand shows all elements of the claim except 
providing over half or all of the text of the book for display. However, it would have 
been an obvious matter of design choice to provide over half or all of the text for display 
since the specification does not show that the amount of text provided for preview 
solves any particular problem, or that the particular amount is provided for a specific 
reason, and it appears that the invention would function equally well with the amount 
shown in Ebookstand or the amounts claimed. 

As to claim 5, Ebookstand shows all elements of the claim except requiring the 
buyer's name, address and payment information. However, it is notoriously old and well 
known in the art to require this information. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the method of Ebookstand by requiring this information 
in order receive payment and track customers. 

Claims 2, 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ebookstand in view of Hartrick et al. 
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As to claims 2 and 3, Ebookstand shows all elements of the claim except 
providing all of the text of the book for display. Hartrick et al show providing all of the 
text for display. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the method of Ebookstand by providing all text for display in order to aid the reader in 
determining whether to purchase a copy of the book. 

As to claim 5, Ebookstand shows all elements of the claim except requiring the 
buyer's name, address and payment information. Hartrick shows requiring the 
information. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
method of Ebookstand by requiring the specific information in order to charge 
customers and track customers. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven B. McAllister whose telephone number is (703) 
308-7052. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert P. Olszewski can be reached on (703) 308-5183. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Steven B. McAllister 



